region The general policies are the sanle but the specific standards vary to meet the needs of tlle best farming practices of each region.
State representatives play a large part in the administration of the program. In each state a State Agricultural Conservation Committee, of which the majority of members are required to be farmers, recomnaends soil-building practices for the state, and generally supervises operation of the program in cooperation with the A. A. A. and the State Director of Extension. In each county a county committee of farmers assists the State Committee by receiving worksheets, establishing base acreage figures, and checking applications. Community committees work with county committees and with farmers. helping farmers fill out worksheets and applications, and making recommendations for payments.
County Associations will be organized in each agricultural county. A farmer automatically becomes a member of the County Association but ceases to be a member if he fails to participate in the program. A farmer must fill out a worksheet to participate in the program. Your county agent can advise where worksheets are obtainable and the names of committeemen qualified to give assistance in filling them out.
The worksheets, which cover only one page, are easily filled out. It is necessary to give a description of your farm or farms and the acreage planted to each crop in 1935. If unusual conditions prevented the planting or harvesting of the customary acreages, ample provisions are granted for determining a fair and just base. This is necessary to establish a farm base and classify the various crops as: (a) Soil depleting, (b) soil conserving or (c) neutral. Allowances and grants for a farm are to be made as follows:
Class I, or sail conserving. Payments will be made to farmers who plant some of their base acreage of soil depleting crops to soil conserving crops.
Class ][, or soil building. Allowances will be paid to farmers who use approved soil-building practices. A farmer may qualify for either or both of these classes of payments.
Class I payments will be made on a per acre basis, and will depend on how productive the farm is. For the whole country the average rate per acre will be ten dollars. For farms that are more productive than the national average the rate will be correspondingly higher than ten dollars. For farms that are less productive than the national average, the rate will be correspondingly lower. The farm productivity will be rated on the productivity of a major crop.
Special rules apply to the Class I payments for a few special crops as cotton, tobacco, peanuts, rice, sugar beets, sugar cane, and flax. All the other soil depleting crops will be grouped together into a general soil depleting base.
Potatoes are included in the general soil depleting base. Land in the general base which is planted to soil conserving crops in I936 is eligible for Class I payments. Payments will be made for shifting up to fifteen per cent of the general soil depleting base to soil conserving crops.
Land diverted from potatoes to a soil conserving crop would be eligible for payment at the farm's Class I rate for the general soil depleting base acreage. A potato farm having particularly productive land would have a correspondingly high Class I rate of payment. The greater the farm.'s productivity, the higher the rate of payment.
The Class II or practice allowances, for using approved soil building practices, also will be made on a per-acre basis. Each state has its own list of approved soil building practices and rates of payment for those practices. 111 general those rates will cover one-half to three-quarters of the cash cost to the acre of carrying out the practice. There is a top limit on the total Class II payment which may be made on any one farm in I936. That limit is equal to one dollar ($I.OO) for each acre in soil conserving crops on crop land oll the farm in ~936.
In connection with the soil building allowance, a special ruling applies to land in potatoes and other vegetables. If land which has produced a vegetable crop in I935 is planted to a green manure or winter cover crop, and that crop is turned under as green manure between January I, I936 and October I, I936. after having attained at least two months' growth, the acreage on which the crop is turned under may be counted in determining the soil building allowance even though the acreage is classified as soil depleting. The effect of the ruling will be to enable vegetable growers to earn this soil building allowance provided that they carry out these practices to earn it.
Both the soil building and soil conserving payments will be made after a check of the farm's operations for the year shows that the standards of the program have been met. No contracts will be signed in connection with the program.
An 
Rate of Soil Conserving Payment
The average rate of the soil conserving payment for this county is ten dollars per acre; this is the average for the United States. The productivity index for this farm is one hundred and twelve per cent of all farms in the county. The soil conserving payment will therefore be $I 1.2o an acre for each acre that is diverted.
